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.llvD TTS WTTCHES

br,' Harold Adshead

wi t chcs .  l r u1  i n  po in t  o f  t ' a c t  l hey  r ve r c
o l t cn  n ren ta l  i n ra l i r l s .  sub j cc t  t t l  h ys t c r i ca l
dc l us i ons .  and  u ' hcn  on  t r i a l  q ' ou l d  o f t cn
roluntar i ly  conl 'css to a lntost  anv cr into.

They  wou ld  adn r i t  r espons ib i l i tS ' 1o r  t hc
dcir t l rs  of  ncig l rbours by cast ing spel ls ,  hav-
i ng  unho l y  commun ion  r v i t h  t h r :  l ) s r i l .  ; r nd
chang ing  i n t o  an ima l  sh l pc .- [  

he wi tches'  mect ings \4 'crc cal lcd
sabbaths and secmed to consist  o[  rcvcls,
ca t i ng  and  d r i nk i ng .  danc ing  and  l i c cn t i ous -
ncss .  1 ' hcy  * c r c  usua l l y  hc l d  a t  a  d i s t ancc
I  r ( ) n r  t hc  r  i l l ege  ,  and  mrny  u  i t ch r : s
c l u imed  t o  f l y  on  b r r r on rs t i c ks  t o  a t t cnd .

l r lodern anal l 's is  o l  s tatenrents madc
du r i ng  t r i a l s  r c rea l s  t ha t  n tan )  wcn t  on
loo t  bu t  wc rc  i n  such  a  s l a t c  o f  ns r \ ous
s t r css  bo rdo r i ng  on  somnabu l i sm  as  t o
prr)ducr:  the dclu.s ion ol  l lv ing.

A
AN r t r r t hen l i c  l ec r run t  o l  l  l r i : r l  r r f

lu Canc* 'don wi tch nral '  be found in the
procccdings of  the Esscx Summcr Sessions
and general  ja i l  dc l i rery held at  Canewdon
on July 25,  1580, which records:

" Rose Pye ol Canneydon, spinster, on
i}tlt lune at Canner-don bewitched loan
Sno*' aged I yeqr, daughter ol Richard

Tlre tlistrict uround Cunt'vrlotr

wus krtow,rt us " t lt<' v' i lclt
('()untr\ " in trtadievul tintes. A

strong belief in witclrc.t per-

.ti,ttal in south-eu.\t F..r.ye.r a.s

lule us t he ktst centurr', utul

there wus u " witch-finder " ut

Hudleigh until his cleuth just

orer ninely y(urs (rg().

. \ r t tnt '  o l  ( 'ur tnct  dort ,  x ,ho lar tgt t i . rheLl  urni l
2() t l t  Augu.st  lo l lov ' ing,  whert  s l tc  d iet l  t t t
( 'unrrct  don."

l n  l oca l  f o l k - l o re  t he re  i s  a  say ing  t ha t
I t ;  l ong  as  C ' : r ncudon  chu rch  s t ccp l c  l us t s
t h o r e  u i l l  a l u a l s  b c  s i x  * r t c h e s  i n
Cane  r r don .  t h r cc  i n  s i l k  and  t h r ce  i n  c t l t -
ton,  o l le bcing the parson's u ' i fc  and onc
the butchcr 's  wi fe.  I t  was also bcl icve d
that  when a wi tch dicd a stonc fe l l  out  ot '
lhu church wal l ,  and thc \ r . i tch was
rnrmediately rcplaced by another.

A stor1,  was to ld o l  : r  Cancu,dolr  g i r l
$ho  wen t  t o  kccp  house  f o r  he r  unc lo  : r t
Woodham Fcrrcrs.  but ,  she bcing onc ol  l l rc
u i t c l r c s .  t hc  unc l c  kncw  no  pcacc  du r i t r g
hc r  s t . r \ ' ,  a s  no th i ng  i n  t he  housc  uou ld
keep  s t i l l .

A
f l S  I n r c  a s  l h c  n i n c t u c n l l l  c c n l u r \ . ; r

s t r ong  bc l i c I  i n  w i t chcs  pe rs i s t ed  i n  t h r s
l oca l i t y '  and  i n  sou th - cas t  Esss r  genc ra l l l .
and many s lor ie-s arc to ld o l  i r  loc l l
"  wi tch-f indcr "  uho bccamc a fanrous,  r f
s t 'mcwhat terr i fy ing.  f igure in lhcse parts.

H i s  name  was  Jamcs  Mur re  l l .  bu t
lhroughout Esscx he w:rs known as "  C un-
r r i ng "  Mu r re l l .  I l e  was  bo rn  a t  Ra1 ' l c i gh ,
bu t  I i v cd  and  d i cd  a t  Had l c i gh .

By profession a s i rocmakcr.  he aLrg-
n)snted his incomc by for tunc-tc l l ing.  locat-
ing sto lcn propcrty,  d iscover ing th ieves.
and dctcct ing * ' i tches.  He was supposed to
bc  ab l c  t o  ca l l  ou t  t he  Canc*don  u i t chcs
a t  * i l l .

I ' ruct is ing as l  herbl l is t .  he usod to
adm in i s t c r  d rugs  and  po t i ons  cx t cns i \ e l ! ' .
and many pcoplc t ravel lcd lar  to consul t
hrm, though thcre was a grcat  drcad of  h is
reputcd occul t  powcrs.

l I  pa t i cn t s  con rp l a i ncd  t ha t  t hcy  ue rc
nraking no progress.  hc uscd t t r  say:

"  Oh !  hut  she is  o strong one fnteurt i t tq
t l tc  x ' i t< l t ) ,  but  I  < 'an get  the bet ter  of  ! r t r

I or unot lter hul f-u-r'rox'n."

I \ lurre l l  used much ingcnui t l ,  in  dcr is i r rg
weird apparatus to pract ise his spel ls  . rnt l
to make witch-bottles to trap witches.

Despi te h is intensive incurs ions into
necromancy, Murrell appeared to have
been a man ef  st rong re l ig ious convict io: rs.

( . t u t ( t t l t , n  C h u r c l t ,  i r t  t l t e  c u t l r e  o f  "  t l t e  x ' i t c l t
l t ( ) n t  d  l l u i n t i ) r ( , / 5 _ r  ( i .  . 1  r n a | d , , 4 . R . . 4 . ,  h t

a o u t t l r \ ' . "  F r o t t t  t t t t  c t t { r u v i t t g  l u t a d  l l i  l 5
( ( )u r lc . \ \ '  o f  t l t c  I : . t t c - r '  Recor t l  ( ) l l i cc .

0nneutLon,

A  l . l  I  I  L E  o l l  t h c  b c a t u r r  t r r e k .
A  ( : r n c w t l o n  l r e s  s o m e  I e i u r  n r i l u s

a  \ r o r t h  o f  Roch lo rd .  l t  was  once  a
snral l  rnar lct  town wi t l ' r  i ts  l ive manors
and i ts  Gui ld of  St .  Anne. whic l - r  r . rsod to
nr l inta in a l ight  in the sevcnty- f ive- foot
[ ( r \ r ,cr  of  thc f i f tccnth-ccntury par i ;h
chu rch  o I  S t .  N i cho las  t o  sc r ' \ c  as  a
bcacon to seamcn and l ishing fo lk a long
1l . re ncarbv Esscx coast  and in the Thamcs
cst  uary.

N l l n r  uxp lana t i ons  ha rc  becn  a t l r anccd
lrs l ( )  ths | j t ) rnol( )g ' l ;  r>f  ( . l r r rcrvdon.

l ) e rhaps  t he  mos t  r oman t i c  i s  t hc  sug -
gcs l i ( ) n  t ha t  i t  i s  a  co r rup t i on  o l  ( anu t c ' s

I ) unc  (o r  l l i l l ) .  as  i t  i s  genc ra l l y  ecccp ted
that  Canutc cncanrpcd herc thc night
bs l o ro  h i s  l as t  g r ca t  l i g , h t  $ i t h  l . r i s  pu rsu ing
lrdrcrs:r r \ ' .  Edmund I ronside.  on Octob,Jr
1 t i .  1016 .  wh i ch  * ' as  l ough t  i n  t hc  va l l c - v
l .etrvccn Ashingdon and thc hi l l  on which
( ancwdon stands.

T
IN  n r cd jeva l  l imus .  uhcn  w i t chc ra f t

*as prc l 'a lcnt ,  Essex secmcd to havc motc
than i ts  share of  wi tches.  and the dist r ic t
around Canewdon uas widely known as
" the witch country."

Many legends have been woven around
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l {e had a habi t  of  using forms of  prayer
before beginning a charnr.  and on his
death-bcd at  Hadlc igh in 1860 hc cmphat i -
cal lv  denied that  hc had e,"Er deceived,  but
had a convinccd bcl ief  in h is own specia l
powcrs.

A l t c r  h i s  dca th .  p rod ig l ( ) us  co r r cspo r l -
dencc rcvcalcd farmcrs went ing rc l ic l  l ' r t - )m
damagc to crops.  womcn jealous ol  thc i r
spouses  and  young  g i r l s  scck i ng  husbanc l s .

A strangc account of  Murrc l l 's  deaih
was  t o l d  b1 ,  a  I oca l  man  wh t r  boas t sd  t ha t
he  "  d i d  "  f o r  t hc  r r i ( ch - l i ndc r .  He  re l a t cd
how  hc  bc l i c r cd  t ha t  Mu r r c l l  had  bc -
dcv i l l ed  h i s  donkcv .  and  causcd  i t s  dea th .
So  hc  go t  a  bo t t l c  and  p l accd  some  o l  t l r c
donke  y ' s  ha i r  i n s i dc  i t  t oge the r  w i t h  son re
o l  h i s  own  na i l - pa r i ngs .  Hc  t hcn  t h r cw  t hc
bo t t l c  i n t o  t hc  l i r c .  and  whcn  i t  bu r s t  a
Ioud  bang ing  nas  hea rd  a t  t hc  doo r .  I l c
i gn r r r cd  i t .  and  t he  ne r l  t l u r '  "  (  unn ing  "

Murrel l  was found dcad.
A nol 'c l  descr ibccl  as a romancc () i

r u ra l  Esscx  i n  t he  ca r l - v  n i nc l ccn th  ccn t l l r \
uas  pub l i shcd  i n  1900  undc r  t hc  t i r l c
( ' t t t t n i t t g  Mu r re l l ,  t hc  au lho r  be ing  A r t h i r r
Nforr ison ( l t l63-1945).  lamous for  f r rJcr
ot' NIeun ^Strect.r' (18941 lrn<) Chill <tI tltc
luso (1896).

Lcgcnd ant l  fo lk- lorc d ic herd,  for  cvcn
today in Esscx onc czrn hcar t l rc  saying
that  thcrc wi l l  bc wi tches in Leigh for  a
hundrcd years,  three in t ladlc igh for  ever
and ninc in Cancwdon. ancl  ' , r 'e  mav con-
clude by fo l lorv ing thc Clncw,clon wrtchcs
in  poe t i c  f ancv :

I  l l  I :  W  I ' t ( ' l l  ES  OF  CAN t : l y  DON

lUhcn thc nroort  i . t  l t ig l t  on u v, i r t ter 's  n ight ,
A nd tlrc storttt-t'lout!.s ltttrr.r! o'cr

Canewdon l l i l l ,

5 i . r  x ' i tc l rcr ,  , l rz , r  .srr r ,  ( ( tn hc s(cn th!rc
s t i l l ,

I l i d i ng  t he  v ' i n l  w i t l t  t l t c  gu l c  u t  i t \  l i ( , i g l r t  :
7 h<, t t  fo lk lu. t t  u. t leap ux 'dk(  \ ' i t l r  u t r iqht .

. 4 . s  t l t a i r  l r l oo r l  i . s . s t ' i ; . c J  w i t l t  ( t . \ n l l ( t r
c h i l l ,

Rt  cur iot ts \ ( )ut t (1. \  ur t (dnt t t  t tnd .y l t r i l l ,
) l ' l t i le  over t lk '  ntoon loort t  . ; l tu lors i t t

I  l ic l t t  .

T l tet  ure l tot t t t l  l t t r  l l t< ' i r .s t t ' ret  rcndca.r 'ot ts ,

I l t :s ida t l te loter  reut ' l tc .s of  the Cr<tru- l t , '

l l  l t t ' rL '  r leurt t i t tq (duldr()n\  vq 'g1l1g t  i t l t
r t tuy i t  l t re ln ' ,
' l ' o . swe l l  

t l r (  l o r t unc  i n  l he i r  t < t t t L t - . s k i t t
pouch,

A r t d  * ' hc r t  t l t < , t ' t t t nn r c r<e  o f  t l t e  r t i t l t t  i . s
t  I t rough,

The c i r t le l rotnevur l  to their  h i l l .v i t le
c o uch.

Stock Cl turch l ronr the sout lbe(t .s t ,
.rlrcwing tlrc portion ot' wall rehuilt
uf ter  the bomb t 'e l l  in  the church'
tard in 1940. PlrotograPh bv" N.

D. Whibley.

STOCK CI{URCH
bv G.  XI .

n - l  l l F .  \ n l x l l  \ i l l agc  o l  S tock .  r h ( )L r t  f uu r

I  r n i l c r  f r o r t t  B i l ) c r i c ; r 1 .  h i dcs  i t . c l f  coyh
I  i r r  ; r  c l t : i t c r  0 f  t r c c \ .  r ( l uc tan l  l o  r c r c r l

i t se l f  un t i l  t hc  ve r y  l l s t  n r i r . r u t e .  Unhe ra ldcd
hy cven thc largc s l i ls  o l  i ts  d isr , rsed wind-
n r i l l  o r  t hc  g r cy  t owc r  o I  i t s  chu rch .  t hc r c
i s  no th i ng  l o  i nd i c r t ! ^  i t s  p l cscncc  ro  l l r c
t l r v c l l c r .  un t i l ,  unsuspcc t i ng .  hc  sudden l y
s tun lb l cs  on  i t  l ound  t ho  co fne r .

I t  n ray  he  a  sha f t  o l  sun l i gh t  g l i n t i ng  on
th r  l nc i cn t  d r rgon  r vca thc r - v rnc .  o r  a  g l i r r r psc
ot  grcy through thc t rccr^ th l i t  wi l l  bc t l re
l i r s t  annou r r cc r ) l cn t  o I  t hc  chu rch :  t hcn  i t  i s
thcrc.  a sol id woodcn tower standing back
l ' tonr thc road on the l r row of  a h i l l .  St i l l  shy.
thc body ol  the church takc 's r r : l 'ugc hehincl
thc br-r lk  oI  thc towcr.  only cr lcrg ing rc l r rc-
t a ! ) ( l y  as  t hc  t r avc l l c r  r s cL ' nds  t he  t r i angu la r -
shapcd gras\y skrpc lcading up to thc
ch urchyl  rd.

Star ing incongruously f ronr f l in t -covcrcd
u' i r l ls .  sourc oI  which wcrc probably hrr i l t  at
lhc t inrc o[  the Nornrrn Conquest ,  a largc
arca of  cement grccts thc eyc,  a gr inr  remindcr
of  thc last  war.  For th is is  the resul t  of
darnage causct l  by a horrrb which fc l l  in  thc
churchyald on Dcccnrber l . ] ,  194(1.  Bcsidcs
rrraking a l l rgc crater  wi th conscqucnt danragc
to tombstoncs,  th is bon.rb scverely shook thc
church.  taking ol l  thc r<rof ,  shat ter ing al l  t l ie
windows and danlaging the tracery on the
south and east  wal ls .  Al thoLrgh a largc sunr o l
r r roncy has l )cen spenl  on rcpair ing thc danr-
agc.  i t  has not  yct  bccn possib lc to covel
t h r s  ba ld  a r c r  o f  c cn ren t  w i t h  l l i n t s  t o  r na l ch
(hc  r cs t  o f  t hc  chu rch .

Y
I

I - l A R C E - S C A L E  r c s t o r a t r o n  h a s  h c c n
car r icd  ou t  bo th  bc forc  and s ince  thc  bonrb-
ing .  Thc  porch  has  bccn rcs to red  bo th  t incs
h u t  t h c  w o o d r v o r k  i s  s t i l l  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  b e i n g
a l ro r r t  4 (X)  vc i l rs  o ld .  J 'hc  ch lncc l  and thc
r o o f  o f  t h c  n r v c  h a v e  a l r o  b c e n  r c s l o r c d .  b u l
t h c  r o o l  o f  t h c  n o r t h  i r i s l c  r c r r r a i n s  a s  a  s p l c n -
d i d  c x a n r p l c  o f  t h c  w o r k  o f  t h c  l i l ' t c c n t h  c e n -
I t r r l .  

' l - h c  
: r l t l r  r r i l s .  t o t r .  o r i g i n : r l l y  g i v c n

l rc i t r l y . ,  t rvo  l rundrc t l  y r i l r s  r rg ( '  bv  Wi l l iu rn
L J n w i n .  r c c l o r  a t  t h a t  t i n ) c .  h a v c  b c c n  s u b -

iec [  to  rccons t ruc t ion  and a  new g i i t c  has
bcen r r radc .

I )u r in - r t  the  rcs to r r t ion  work  i (  wes  d is -

r r / t  ' l  Iyy n lD lev '
J

c o v s r c d  t h i l t  t h c  b o a r d s  a n d  j o i s t s  o I  t h c
n a v e  w c r c  r r n s o u n d  l n d  t h c  w h o l c  o [  t h e
church  r l l t s  re l loorcd .  A t  the  sanrc  t ime ncw
pcws wc lc  in t roduced,  a l low ing  thc  who le  o f
the  p i l la rs  to  be  sccn  ins tead o l  bc ing  h iddcn
b e h i n d  t h c ' p c t r s  r s  [ o r r r c r l y .  A  p i c c c  o I  t h c
o ld  l )oor ing  cngr ;n 'cd  w i th  thc  c i r rpsn tc r ' \
nanrc  i s  p rescrved l r ) ron l l  o thcr  rc l i cs  in  thc
bc l f l y .

' fhe  
ga l l c ry  now < lccup icd  by  thc  o rgan is

l l s o  a  r c c c n t  r c s t o [ 1 t i o n .  I ) r i o r  t o  t h i s  t h c
t lgan occup icd  whut  i s  no*  thc  Lady  chapr ' l ^
wh ich  * 'as  bu i l t  as  rcccn t ly  us  190. {  as  l rn
organ ch i r rnbcr .  lL  wrs  thcn  t l ra t  a  l i t t l c  door -
way,  p robab ly  thc  o ldes t  in  thc  church .  wa:
t l i scovercd .  Thc lc  u rc  no  t raccs  tc tna in ing  o l
t l rc  lood- lo l t  to  rvh ic l r  i t  t r r ig in i r l l y  l td .

Thc  rcs rora t ion  work  h rought  to  l igh t  n rany
i n t c r c s t i n g  t h i n g s .  a n r o n g  t h c m  a n  o l d  c h u r c h
e  l o c k .  T h i s  w r s  l r l o r r g h t  J o u  n  t o  i t r  p r c s c n i
pos i t ion  or r  thc  l loor  o f  the  to rver  f ro r t t  a
s r r ra l l  roonr  in  thc  bc l f ry ,  rvhcrc  i t  lud  prob-
ab ly  becn s tand ing  fo r  about  a  hundrcd
ycars .  A l though i t  has  no  hands i t  i s  in tc res t -
ing  to  watch  i t s  anc icn t  n rechan ism labor ious l l '
and  pondcrous ly  t i ck ing  away the  nr inu(es
lnd  s t r i k ing  thc  hours  on  r  t cnor '  [ !e l l .

Thc  towcr  i t se l I  i s  cons t ruc ted  cn t i re ly  o f
wood,  as  i s  to  hc  cxpcc ted  in  a  county  oncc
th ick ly  wooded bu t  s ta rved o f  s tone.  The
huge beanrs  fo rnr ing  i t s  suppor t ing  arches  are
natura l l y  curved and g ivc  thc  s t ruc tu re  a  n ]as-
s ivc  so l id i ty .  S teep s tcps .  aga in  woodcn.  rn
one cornL ' r  l c .ad  up  to  thc  be lhy ,  Thc  th rce
h c l l s  t o  h c  l o u n d  h e t e  w c r c  s t r u c k  i n  1 5 7 7 .
1 7 9 9  a n r l  1 8 4 7 .  a n d  \ t r l l .  d c s p i t c  t h c  b o m h ' .
c f l o r ( \  ( ( )  d i s l o d g c  t h c n l ,  t h e y  r i u g  o u t  t h c i r
S u n d a y  c a l l  t o  p r a ) c r  a s  t h e y  h a v c  d o n c
t h r o u g h  t h c  c c n t u r i c s

r.l

D I  I f f  .  r o ( r .  t h c  c h r r r c l )  s l a r l d s .  a  : ) n r h o l
o f  l a i t h .  o n  a  s i t c  u l r c r c  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a
church  hrs  s tood fo r  a  t l rous i rnd  ycars .  l l
l ray  no t  he  one o f  t l l c  n ros t  h is t t r r i c  churchcs
in  I - .sscx .  i1  rn ry  no l  hc  one o [  thc  n ros t
g r e n d i t l : c ,  b r r t  i t  i :  c c r t r i n l y  o n c  o f  t h c  b c : t
cx l l lp lcs  o i  r r r r l l  pc ; tce '  l rn t l  co t t r lgcous  s in t -
p l i c i t y .  l t  r n a y  g l i d e  t h a n k f u l l y  a n d  s w i f t l y
o u t  o f  t h r  s i g h t  o f  t h c  d c p a r t r n g  t r a v c l l c r .
h u t  i t  w i l l  n o t  b c  f o r g o t t c n .
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s im i l a r  s t ones  t o  commun i ca t c  w ' i t i r  h i n r .
l l e  r ccs i r cd  so  manv  r cp l i c s  t ha t  i n  l . i s
s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  h e  p r i n t c d  a  n u n r b c r . r l
t hem a t  t he  cnd  o f  t hc  boq f .  Onc  con ta i ns
nn account.  date d l l i56.  . , i  h ich Lorr i
l l r a l b rooke  hac l  s cn t  t o  a  pu t r l i ca i i on
c:r l lcd Notr , . i  unl  Qtrer ie.s arrd rc: rds as
I o l l o * s :

"  Son re  \ e : r r s  ago  t he i c  * : r s  s t i l l  t o  he
scc l r  i n  : r  n rendou '  bc l ong ing  t o  r l r c .
s i t ua t c  nua r  t l r c  no r t h -ucs t c rn  bounda r t
o 1 ' t h c  P a r i s h  o f  [ - i t t l e b u r l .  i n  E s s e x . : L
l a rg r :  s t onc .  t hc  n : r n re  o i  *  h i ch  and  t l r e
t r ad i t i ons  a t t achcd  t ( )  i t  a ro  i den t i ca l  u i t n
t l rosc rccordcd b1 )  our c()r rcspondents.
t r ca t i ng  t r l ' i l : u rgn r : r n  S tones .  l - h i s  s t o ' r c
uas  subscquc l r t l r  r cmorcd  b r  t he  l a t c  \ 1 r ' .

. l abe  z  C ibson  1o  S : r l i r o l r  Wu l t l cn  a r rd  s t i l l
r cm : r i r . r s  i n  h i s  ga rdcn  i n  t ha t  p l acc .  I  ha re
a  s t r o n g  i m p r e s s i ( ) r r  t h a t  o t h e r ' t l a n g m a n ' s
S toncs '  a r c  t o  bc  n r s t  r r i t h  e l scuhe re .  bu t
I  an r  unab l c  t ( )  po i n t  ( ) u t  t hc  e \ac l
l oca l i t i c s . "

Nou  i l  * ; r s  . l nbcz  C ibson  who .  i n  l 8 l . \ .
bu i l t  E lm  ( i r o re  ( nou  kno rvn  as  Wa l t i en
( i r o re )  and  hc  de ro ted  a  g rea t  dea l  o I
i r t tcnt ion to the spacious garden, int roduc-
rng a numbcr of  unusual  t rces and a { ish

.s9

pond .  as  r . r e l l  as  e i cc t i ng  l i  comb incd
s r ,mn rs r -hous ( ]  and  n r t r scum. , r ' i t h  a  mock
1 ' ( ) r t r ess  f acade .  I l u t  t hc  abo re  no t c  i n
O l i r e r  Wcndc l l  Ho lmss ' s  book  i s  t hc  on l l
h i n t  t h a t  I  h a r c  s e c n  o i ' t h c  a d d i t i o n  o 1 '
t hc  Hangn ran ' s  S to r r c  1o  t hc  ga rdcn .

I t : r p p e a r s  t h a t  i n  a t  l e a s t  s i x  d r l i c : u r t
p l accs  i r r  t h i s  coun t r ) ,  t hc l s  a r c  such  s tones .
l rncl  in eaclr  casc thc san.rc stor ! '
i s  t o l d .  t o  t l r c  c l l c c t  t l i a t  a  sh i sp
s t ca l c r  ( i n  onc  i ns tancc  i t  j s  a  dec r
s l ca l e r )  onc  n i gh t  sc i zc t l  a  shccp .  t i cd
r t s  l egs  t ogc the r .  passcd  t hc  r ( ) pc  o \  c i
h i s  hcad  and  s ta r t cd  I i u  hon rc .  l ) l i s s i ng  a
s tonc  o f  a  co l r \  e  l r i cn t  hc i gh t  { o r  t he
pu rposc .  l r c  backc t l  ag l r i ns t  i t  and  r cs t ; d
I t i s  b u r t l c n  ( ) n  l l t c  s t ( ) n c  l 0 i  l r  $ h i l c .  [ ' n -

l ' o r t un : r t c l r  f o r  h i r n .  t he  s t r L rgg l cs  o l  t l r c
k i ck i ng  an imu l  causc t l  i t  t o  s l i p  ovc r  t hc
oppos i t c  s i dc  o f  t he  s t ( ) ne .  s t r ang l i ng  h i r n
* i t h  t hc  r ope  * i t l r  uh i ch  i t  sas  t i cd .  Wh ! ' , r
m ( ) r ' l r i ng  ca rne  t hc r c  t hc l  r i e r c  d i sco rc red
hang ing  onc  a t  c i t hc r  s i d r :  o f  t hc  s t one .
A r r  i nc l cn ta t i on  runs  ac ross  t he  t op  o f  t hc
stonc : rnd.  of  coursc.  th is indcntal ion rvas
madc b1'  thc f r ic t ion of  thc rope caused
b1  t he  s t r ugg les  o f  t he  d l i ng  man  and  t he
sheep !

THI ROMA\Y I\ [SS[I
I - t  l ' l ) l \ C  l ( r l c s l .  I { ) l l l l c l l \  L r l ( ) \ \ r l  r \  f  h c

l J  l : r r r c r l  ( r l  F - . \ c \ .  h i r s  l \ c ( r l  c : r l l e t l  . '  l  h e

I - l / ,R . ( i l r i l ne  r  ( ) l  Lond( )n .  Not  r  : t t t r l l  | : r t  t
L ' l  U t c  r ( ) n r i l r ) e c  { ) l  t h c  l o l c . L  i s  i l \  i l : \ ( r c r i r l r , \ r l
u  i t l t  t h c  R ( ) n r i n t )  l i r l k .  o r  g i J r s i c s .

C e u r g e  B o r r o w .  t h c  g l c a t  s t u d e n t  o l  g i p s l
l o r e .  t e l l s  u s  i n  "  R o u r a n o  L a v o  L i l  

'  ( "  W o r d
I l o o k  o l  t h c  G i p s y  L l n g u n g c  )  t h a t  t h c r c  u l s
n o  p l a c c  i n  t h c  u  o r l d  i o r  g i p s i c s  l i k c  f l  p p i n g

l i o l e s t .  A  g i p s y  t ; L r e c n  o n c c  t o l d  h i t t t :  "  T h c r n
t h a t  w r r l ( s  t o  s c c  R o n l a n )  c h a l s  l g i p s y  l a t l s l
sho t r ld  go  to  the  l ro res t .  espec ia l l )  to  thc
B u l t l - l a c c d  H i n d  o n  t h c  h i l l  a h o v c  F a i r l o p .  o n
t h c  d a y  o f  F a i r l o p  F a i r .  l t  i s  t h c i r  t r l s t i n g -
p l a c e ' .  a s  1 o u  u o u l r l  s r 1 .  a n d  t l r c r c  l l l c )  n l u s l e r \
l r o n r  l l l  p r r t s  o l  E r r g l r n c l .  a n d  l h c r e  t h c v
u ' l toops .  du t rccs .  and p l r l -s .  kccp i t rg  sor t tc

o r d r r  n c r c r t h c l c s s .  b e c a r r s r  t h c  R y c  o l  a l l  t h c
I ( o r r r a r r s  i s  i r r  t h i  h o u s c .  s e a t c t l  b c l t i n t l  t l r :
d o o r . "

B o r r r ) w  r l s o  t c l l s  i n  "  R o r ) t r r r o  L a v o  L i l  "

o i  l r  r  o r rng  g ipsy  wr r r t ta r t .  rv l rosc  i t l cn t i l y  u l ts
Lrnknown.  rvho usc t l  to  a t tcnd  [ - -a i r lop  F l t i r ' .
S h c  w i r s  v c r )  h e a L r t i l u l .  h u l .  h c  s l l ) s .
"  s l r t  t l s  a l w a y s  c l L r i t e  a l o n c  a r t t o n g  t h c
g i p s i c s .  S h e  w a s  a l * r t 1 s  t o  h c  l o L r n d  n c n r  t h c
I l e l d - l a c c d  l l i n d  o n  t h c  l i r s t  l " r ' i d i r y  i n  J L r l y .
d rcssc t l  in  a  rc t l  c loak  and r  l l rgc  bcr tvc t .  She
t o l t l  I o r t u r r e s  b c h i n d  t h c  t r c c s .  H c f  l a n g u l g e
r v r s  o f  t l t c  n r o s t  h o r r i l ) l c  k i n d .  S h c  t t s c d  t o
go to  Goodwood.  whe ' r ' c  shc  c t r t r ld  hc  sccr t
s t r r n d i n g  b l  t h c  c a r r i l t g c  o l  a  c o L u r t e s s .  t c l l i r r g
h c r  l ( ) r t L r n c  w i t h  t l t c  v o i c c  0 l  r t  p y t h o n c s s .  S h u
t h c n  w a \  d r c s s c c l  i n  a  b c r u t i l L r l  r i t l i n g  r l r c s r -
I t c r  h l i r  l i t n t i r s t i c a l l l  p l a i t c d  a n t l  i t d o t r r c t l
r r i t h  p c l r l s . '  S o r l c t i n r i t  : h e  * r s  t l r r s : c t l  r r t
l r l r r c k  s i l k .  S h c  h l t l  r r  t l c c p .  t n t t : i c r r l  r o i c e
t J o r r o r r  t l i d  h i s  b c s t  t o  l i r t t l  o t t t  t t h o : l t :  t r r i s .
l )u t  l )cvcr  s t tccec t le t l .

T h c  W a n s t c a d  [ ' l l l s  u a s  a l s o  a  g f e i r t  p l r c c
l o r  g i p s i c s .  \ o n r e  o l  l h e  w c l l - k n o t r r  C i y r s r
L c c s  i t r t t l  C i i p s y  S n r i t h s  ( i n c l L r d i n g  l l t c  r t r r r l d -
f : r n r o t r s  c v n n g e l i s t )  l i v i n g  t l r c l c .

a l

t l , f  t l . n , t , f  |  |  r r r e  r l .  (  l r r g u  e  l l  R ( , u  .
l ' : r s  r l so  thc  canrp ing  ground o f  r t l t r . t y  g ips ics
L r n t i l  t h e  l - o n d ( ) n  C ( ) u n t l  C o L r n c i l  l o o k  o r  c r
t h c  f o r c s t .  1 " h c  g i p s i c s  u c r c  t h c n  t r r r n c t l  o l l .
a n t l  $ c n t  t o  s c t l l c  a t  F - a s t r v o o t l .  n c a r  S o L r t h c n t l
on-Scr .  u  l t c tc  thc l  boLrg l r t  r  la rge  p iccc  o l
l r n t l  u l r i c l r  s t i l l  c o n t l i n s  l  g i p s y  c r n r p .

W h c n  t h c l  $ c r c  a l  H r i n i l u l t  t h c )  $ e r c  g r c i r l
t h i c v c s .  

- l ' h c 1  
u s c ' c l  t o  u i t y l u y  c h i l d r c n  g o i n g  t ( )

s c h o o l  i n  t h c  n r o n l i n g s  n n d  s t c a l  l h c i r  t l i r r n e r s .
I r r  o r r c  F . s s c x  v i l l a g c  t h c r c  l i v c d  l  g i p s l  o l

t h e  L c c  f a r n i l _ v  w h o  u a s  h c l t l  i n  g r c l r t  r c p r r t c .
f l c r .  c l r rsc  s 'as  fcarcd  und hc l  h lcss ing
l c s p c c t c d .  A t  o n c  h o u s c  r v h c r c  s h e  u s c t l  l o
c r l l  t h c  g o o t l  w i l ' c  u r s  r l u ' a 1 s  v e r l  c r r c l L r l
n c V c r  t ( )  o l l c n d  h c r .  a n d  l l u a y s  o l l c r e r l  h c r  r r
c u p  o f  t c a .  A I I  t h c  s a r n c .  s h e  n e v c r  u i s h c t l  h c r
t r )  s t c p  o v c r .  t h c  t h r c s h o l c l .  s o .  w h c n  s h c  . u r v
I r c r  c o n r i n g .  s h e  u ' o L r l d  c a l l  t o  h c r  l i t t l c  b o r
t ( )  r ' r . l n  ! l u i c k l y  r n d  p u t  t h e  s c i s s o r s  o r  r  l i t b l r
k n i f c  u n t i e r  t h e  d o o r n r a t .  I o r  i t  u i t s  l h o L t g h t
l h a t  a  g ' p s )  u o u l d  n c v c r  s l c p  o r c r  s l c e l .

A t  l n o t h e r  h o u s c  i n  t h c  s a n t c  v i l l a g c  C i p s l
I . c l  * l s  r c f L r s c c l  a  c u p  o l  t e a  o n c  t l a y .  " A l i

r i g h t . "  s r i d  t h t ' g i p s l ' .  "  t h c n  l l l  y o L r r  s o n s  w i l l
s c l r  t h c  r c t l  c o a l .  A l l  t h r c c  s o n s  b c c a t r c
so lc l i c rs .  anc l  no t  onc  p lospercd .

M a n y  a r c  t h ! ' s t r a n l t c  t a l c s  i n  E s s c x  o f  t h c
cunn i r . rg  and roguery  o f  thc  Ronran ics .  o r
"  D i d a c o l c s  "  a s  t h r ' 1  a r e  c a l l c d  i n  t h c  c o u n t l
r u n t l  r o r r n d  a b o u t .  N c \ e r t h c l c s s  t h c r t ' i s  s o n r e -
t h i n g  r o r r a n t i c  a n d  f a s c i n a t i n g  a b o u t  t h c n r .  i n
ev ic lence o f  wh ich  a t t rac t ion  one o I  the  nros t
ronran t ic  ho l idays  wc can th ink  o f  i s  a  c r ra -
r a n  t r i p  - i n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  R o m a n y  f o l k .

[Condensed f rom "  Essex .  I t s  Fores t .  Fo lk
a n d  F o l k l o r e . "  b 1  C .  C .  M a s o n . l

I  l te  Wt t lde t t  I l tu tq t t t r t t t ' s  . \ l r t t t c  h t t i , ' t  i r t to  l l i t  t i l t '  t t I  r t  s t r t t t r t t ( r - l to t t . s t '  i t t  t l t t  g tu 'd (n  ( ) i

l J  t t tL le r r  ( ; ro r ( .  P l t ( ) t ( ) .g rdp l t  l t \  I )u t  id  ( ' t  t r tphc !1 .
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