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Jack Leon Bracelin   (1926-1981) 
 

High Priest of the Bricket Wood coven 

 

 

1.     JACK LEON BRACELIN was born 2 June 1926 at 14 Bloomfield Road in the 

Hornsey part of London, England 

Father: Leon Enrique Bracelin 

Mother: Gertrude Alice Bunyard 

 

 

~ 1926 

From the England & Wales, Birth Index: 

Name / Date / Registration District / County / Mother's Maiden Name / Vol. / Page 

Jack L Bracelin / Jul-Aug-Sep 1926 / Edmonton / Essex / Bunyard / 3a / 721 

 

From the copy of the Birth certificate: 

Registration District - Edmonton 

1926 Birth in the Sub-district of Hornsey in the County of Middlesex 

No. / When and where born / Name / Sex / Name of father / Name of mother / 

Occupation of father / Informant / When registered / Registrar 

341 / Second June 1926. 14 Bloomfield Road. U. D. / Jack Leon / Boy / Leon Enrique 

Bracelin / Gertrude Alice Bracelin formerly Bunyard / Licensed Victualler of 234 Great 

College Street. St Pancras. / L. E. Bracelin. Father. 24 Camden Square. Camden Town. / 

Seventh July 1926. / C. G. Parkin 
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Image from Google maps, street view of the house at 14 Bloomsfield Road where Jack 

Bracelin was born in 1926, as it appears today: 

 

 

 

On the birth certificate, it mentioned that the father, Leon E. Bracelin, was a licensed 

Victualller of the pub at 234 Great College Street in St. Pancras, London in 1926. 

That would be the pub called The Falcon. 

 



5 
 

Image of The Falcon as it appeared in June 1924: 

 

 

 

 

Jack Leon Bracelin was known in everyday life and in the books that mentioned him, as 

"Jack Bracelin". 

 

~ more about the parents 

His parents, Leon Enrique Bracelin and Gertrude Alice Bunyard were married on 11 

February 1922 in St. Mark's Church in Peckham, Surrey (Southwark). 

From the London, England, Church of England Marriages and Banns: 

Page 154 

1922. Marriage solemnized at St. Mark's Church in the Parish of Peckham in the County 

of Surrey 

No.    307 

When Married. Feb: 11th 1922 
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Name. / Age. / Condition. / Profession. / Residence at the time of Marriage. / Father's 

Name. / Father's Profession. 

Leon Enrique Bracelin / 34 / Bachelor / Engineer / 113 Brayard Road / William Bracelin 

(deceased) / Builder 

Gertrude Alice Bunyard / 24 / Spinster / --------- / 113 Brayard Road / Sidney Bunyard 

(deceased) / Clerk 

Married in the Parish Church according to the Rites and Ceremonies of the Established 

Church after Banns by me Frederic Weminck - Vicar 

The Marriage was solemnized between us, 

 Leon Enrique Bracelin 

 Gertrude Alice Bunyard 

in the Presence of us, 

 Mary Ann Johanna Bracelin 

 Samuel Kerr 

 Richard Henry Tarr 

 

Leon Enrique Bracelin, was in the Royal Navy during World War I, he served from 1 

December 1914 to 15 March 1919. 

From the UK, Royal Navy Registers of Seamen's Services: 

Name / Gender / Birth Date / Birth Place / First Service Date / First Ship Served On / 

Last Service Date / Last Ship Served On / Service Number 

Leon Enrique Bracelin / Male / 8 Apr 1885 / North Kensington London / 1 Dec 1914 / 

Pembroke III / 15 Mar 1919 / President V / F2439 

 

The Bracelin family originally came from Ireland. 

One family tree on Ancestry.com has what would be Jack Bracelin's Great Great 

Grandfather, a William Bracelin being born in 1791 Ireland and died in 1861 in 

Cockermouth, Cumberland, England (Information not verified by me yet). 

 

~ 1930 

Jack Bracelin, as a kid, may have been seen at this location in London with his parents 

in 1930. 

From the Post Office London Directory, 1930: 

Page 1442 

Bracelin Leon, 'Queen's Arms' P. H. 30 Queen's gate mews SW7 --- T N Kelvin 8577 
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Jack's father was probably running this pub for a while.  It is not known if they lived at 

the location. 

 

An image of the Queen's Arms at 30 Queen's Gate as it appeared in 2013: 

 

 

 

~ 1933 

Jack Bracelin was living at this location in London with his parents in 1933. 

From the London, England, Electoral Registers for 1933: 

Page 18 

35 Hereford Road - Paddington, Westminster 

930 / R / O / Bracelin, Leon 

931 / Rw / Dw / Bracelin, Gertrude 

 

~ 1935 

Jack Bracelin was living at this location in London with his parents in 1935. 

From the London, England, Electoral Registers for 1935: 

Page 76 

106 Finchley Road - Hampstead, Camden 

4088 / Rw / ---- / Bracelin, Gertrude 

4089 / R / O / Bracelin, Leon 

4090 / Rw / Dw / Bracelin, Myra 
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~ 1936, 1937, & 1938 

Jack Bracelin was living at this location in London with his parents in 1936. 

From the London, England, Electoral Registers for 1936: 

Page 15 

102 Alexandra Road - Hampstead, Camden 

747 / R / ---- / Bracelin, Leon 

748 / Rw / ---- / Bracelin, Gertrude 

 

They were also living at this address in 1937 and 1938. 

 

~ 1939 

The parents were living at 18 Crossfield Road in Hampstead, Camden, London in 1939.  

But according to the "census" 1939 Register, there were no children listed with the 

parents. 

Perhaps they had Jack Bracelin living with some relatives or school away from London.  

1939 was the beginning of World War II. 

From the London, England, Electoral Registers for 1939: 

Page 35 

18 Crossfield Road - Hampstead, Camden. 

1824 / Rw / Dw / Bracelin, Gertrude 

1825 / R / O / Bracelin, Leon 

 

~ 1945 

Jack Bracelin's father died in the 3rd quarter (Jul-Aug-Sep) of 1945 in the Hampstead 

registration district of London and was buried 31 August 1945 in Camden, London. 

 

From the England & Wales, Death Index: 

Name / Age / Date of Death / Registration District / County / Vol. / Page 

Leon E Bracelin / 60 / Jul-Aug-Sep  1945 / Hampstead / London /  1a / 401 

 

From the UK, Burial and Cremation Index: 

Name / Register Type / Death Date / Burial Date / Burial Place 

Leon Enrique Bracelin / Burial / 1945 / 31 Aug 1945 / Camden, London, England 
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~ 1946 

It appears that Jack Leon Bracelin somehow thought that he was a heir and a 

descendant of Thomas Selby who died in 1772.  According to this newspaper article from 

1946, he tried to claim the Whaddon estate in Buckinghamshire. 

From the newspaper, Buckingham Advertiser and Free Press, Saturday 06 April 1946: 

Defies Death Curse 

Strange Story of Whaddon Estate 

A Sunday newspaper revealed this week that Jack Leon Bracelin, 20 year-old builder, of 

Hempstead, London, undaunted by a death prophecy, is claiming the 2,000-acre estate 

of Whaddon Hall, Buckinghamshire, and the millions of pounds which he believes go 

with it. 

Win or lose, states the "Sunday Dispatch," he will probably be the last of a long line of 

claimants who have spent thousands trying to get possession since the Selby-Lowndes 

family inherited in 1783. 

The article continues: "The story began when Thomas Selby died in 1772, leaving a will 

which ordered that his heirs should be advertized for and that, failing their discovery, 

Whaddon was to go to his neighbor, William Lowndes, of Winslow.  Thomas Selby's son 

was rumoured to have been lost in a shipwreak, but his 'descendants' have claimed that 

he survived and married abroad. 

Years of Free Beer 

"In the Lowndes Arms inn, Whaddon, old men who have lived in the village all their 

lives talk of the of the days when claimants used to appear out of the blue … showering 

hospitality on the villagers in efforts to get information." 

Over a tankard of beer, 85 year-old George Missenden, J. P., one-time timber agent of 

the estate, is reported as describing the excitement in the village when the word went 

round that a new claimant had appeared. 

"They used to come in droves," he is stated to have said. "Hardly a month passed 

without someone would arrive with friends to inspect their 'property.' 

Usually they stayed or a fortnight, making friends with the villagers and buying drinks 

all round." 

Mr. Missenden told of a Gloucestershire coach-builder named Thomas who stayed in 

Whaddon for weeks and lost a fortune in his bid for the estate. 

Decoy Dance 

Mr. Marshall, of Bletchley, one0-time Whaddon schoolmaster, is stated to have referred 

to a time when three men took over the estate while the owners were away, cut down 

timber and removed turf, calling themselves lords of the manor. 

The villagers organized a dance, to which the invaders were invited, and while the 

festivities were going on, closed the estate, amounted guard, and prevented their return. 
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The last claimants were two women who stayed for a few days a year ago, but they 

disappeared and were never heard of again. 

Colonel Selby-Lowndes, who lives at Winslow, is reported as having said: "So far as I am 

concerned, the matter ended in 1901, when the High Court ruled that the claim of a man 

called Jenkins was vexations and frivolous, and decided that no claim to Whaddon was 

to be heard again in an English court." 

Mr. Bracelin believes that, with the fresh evidence which his solicitors are investigating, 

he stands a good chance,  He believes that the will come into a fortune of between 

£4,000,000 and £6,000,000. 

He scorns the legend in his family that death strikes at any member who tries to prove 

his claim. 

 

Image of part of the newspaper article: 

 

 

 

~ 1947 

J. L. Bracelin was in the Palestine Police department for the period of 19 February 1947 

to 16 November 1947 and was awarded a medal for the service. 

This was shortly before the end of the British Mandate in Palestine. 

From the UK, Military Campaign Medal and Award Rolls: 

Page 120 

Name of Department - Police. Roll Original 

Number. / Rank. / Names. / Full period of Qualifying service in Palestine. --- From. / -

-- To. 

1475 / B-Const / Bracelin J. L. / 19.2.47 / 16.11.47. 
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Image of the record: 

 

 

 

~ 1948 to 1965 

Jack L. Bracelin and his mother, Gertrude A. Bracelin, were listed as living at 18 

Crossfield Road in Hampstead in London in the Electoral Register. 

From the London, England, Electoral Registers: 

1948 

18 Crossfield Road 

2098 Bracelin, Gertrude A. 

2099 Bracelin, Jack L. 

 

Both, Jack L. and Gertrude A. Bracelin, were listed at the same address in the Electoral 

Registers for the years - 1948, 1949, 1950, 1951, 1952, 1955, 1956, 1957, 1959, 1961, 1962, 

1963, 1964, and 1965. 

 

This is the address that Jack Bracelin list as his home in the Electoral Register.  Jack 

could be living elsewhere sometimes as it is shown in the 1959 newspaper article. 

 

 

The 1950's and 1960's with Gerald Gardner's Wicca 

 

~ 1959 

A newspaper article exposing the Gardnerian coven and some its members.  It 

mentioned Jack Bracelin. 

From the newspaper, The People, Sunday 11 January 1959: 
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…. Left, Jack Bracelin and Thelma Capel, the "high priest" and "high priestess." 

 

 

Lois Pearson: "My grandmother was a witch.  So am I." 
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Page 1 

 

'Now I will lose my job' 

says girl who revels in nude rites 

By Peter Bishop 

 

Outside a tumbledown cottage in a wood near Watford, in Hertfordshire, I 

challenged a 27 year old girl to admit that she is a witch. 

"Oh, I'll lose my job over this," Thelma Capel blurted out. 

"Don't you use this cottage as a temple in which to practice pagan rites?" I insisted. 

"Isn't it a fact that you and 30 other men and women dance in the nude when you meet 

to worship the god and goddess of fertility?" 

"Yes," she said at last. "It's all true.  I am a witch, I have practiced witchcraft for many 

years." 

And then this slender, attractive girl, who is private secretary to the managing director 

of a Watford firm, made a confession that brought to an end my investigation into the 

strange and scandalous affair of the witches of Hertfordshire. 

 

Their names 

I can name three other members of this repulsive sect where "religion" permits free love 

and which recognizes the sex act as a form of worship. 

There is the "high priest," Jack Bracelin, a 32-year-old sales representative who lives at 

Eton Avenue, Swiss Cottage, London. 

There is 27-year-old Fred Lamont, a market research worker, who shares a flat with 

Bracelin. 

And there is Tanith the "witch maiden," whose real name is Lois Pearson.  She is 29 

years old and she lives at Ampthill, near Bedford. 

Thelma Capel is known to the members of her witches group, or coven, as Dayonis, the 

"high priestess." 

She lives in a bungalow alongside the cottage in Oakwood Road, Bricket Wood. 

The cottages and the bungalow are both owned by Ancient Crafts, Ltd., a company 

incorporated a year ago. 

On the surface this company appears to be an ordinary commercial concern no different 

from tens of thousands of others registered at Bush House, London. 

In fact its main function is to administer the witches' temple.  And two of its directors 

are Thelma Capel and Jack Bracelin. 
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There are two other directors.  But they, it seems, take no active part in the rites of the 

sect. 

Mr. Bracelin confessed to me that last week that he, too, is a practicing witch.  He has 

taken part in pagan ceremonies for the last ten years. 

He claimed that the company was registered "in the case we wanted to publish any of 

our research work into pagan religion and witchcraft." 

So far no such "research work" has seen the light of day. 

Indeed, the witches of Watford have been careful to keep their pagan ceremonies a close 

secret. 

"For hundreds of years witches have been hounded and persecuted," said Thelma Capel. 

 

'We are shy' 

"A witch was burned at the stake in Mexico as recently as 1955  Can you wonder that we 

shy away from publicity?" 

Yet they dare to call their heathen cult "religion." 

And they have had the effrontery to register their temple as a 

Turn to Page 7 

 

Continued from Page 1 

place of worship.  I have seen the form sent to the local Registrar in St. Albans. 

It describes the cottage in Bricket Wood as "The Ancient British Church" and the 

"congregation" as "undenominational." 

It was in the bungalow alongside the witches' den that Thelma Capel made her full 

confession to me. 

First she showed me a tiny figure, moulded in clay, of a naked goddess. 

"This is 4,000 years old." She said. "It comes from Cyprus. The ancient witches there 

worshipped it as a symbol of fertility.  So do we." 

Then she explained how the members of the Hertfordshire coven carry out their fertility 

worship. 

In the one stone-flagged room of the cottage the members first strip off all their clothes. 

Candles are lit.  Thelma Capel, as high priestess, then grasps a black-handled knife and 

draws an imaginary circle on the floor. 

Inside the circle the witches chant and dance.  Incense is burned to excite the dancers 

into frenzy. 

At the centre of the circle stands a table as an "altar."  On it for the ceremony are laid 

knives, jars of oil and braided silk cord. 
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The "high priestess" refused to say what exactly is done with these objects during the 

nude ceremonial dancing. 

"That is a secret that has been guarded for centuries," she said. 

"All I can tell you is that we witches worship the life force.  We conjure up power at our 

Ceremonies. 

"The powers emanate from our bodies.  That is why we are unclothed.  Clothes would 

stifle our emanations." 

It was Jack Bracelin who made the further admission that the witchcraft "code" permits 

couples to pair off as an act of worship at the end of the monthly ceremony, though it 

rarely happened. 

I went out to survey the witches' temple.  In the cottage a white circle is painted on the 

floor to guide the members when they form up for their ceremonies. 

Outside the cottage there is a paved square, the centre of which is charred where 

countless fires have been lit. 

A wooden frame over this spot supports a metal hook on which there hangs a huge 

cauldron. 

For in summer the witches perform their secret ceremonies in the open. 

From the cottage I travelled to Ampthill, near Bedford, to confront Lois Pearson. 

 

'Never so happy' 

"My Spanish grandmother was a witch," she said.  And defiantly she added, "So am I. I 

have never been so happy since I discovered the coven and became a member." 

As a witch she said she did not recognize the sanctity of marriage.  She believes, like 

they, that she has powers brought into play by pagan ceremonies. 

Each member of the coven whom I traced and interviewed showed every sign of 

believing in this disgraceful rubbish about gods of fertility, the supposed virtues of 

dancing naked and the worship of sex. 

I only hope that Jack Bracelin was wrong when he claimed that there are 400 practising 

witches in Britain. 

 

~ 1963 

In a newspaper article dated 27 October 1963, Jack Bracelin, the High priest, was 

mentioned in an article about the Witches coming out for Hallowe'en  

From the Sunday Times, October 27, 1963 article in Doreen Valiente's Scrapbook: 

Hallowe'en - and the witches gather in force 

By Hunter Davies 
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"Britain's 400 practicing witches will be out in force next Thursday evening for 

Hallowe'en, one of their four big festivals of the year.  In a wood near Watford I met 

some witches from the St. Albans coven.  This is one of the strongest in the country, 

drawing most of its 30 members from the London area. 

The other main covens are in Brighton, Folkestone, Warwickshire, Norfolk, Yorkshire, 

Sheffield and Glasgow.  Mr Jack Bracelin, high priest of the St. Albans coven, said there 

may be others, but since medieval times (or the "burning days" as they call them) 

witches tend not to know the details of other covens, just in case the information should 

be forced out of them. 

Pagan gods 

Mr Bracelin, who was formerly in the Palestine police and is now a representative of a 

paint firm, has been a witch for many years.  He soon corrects anyone who calls him a 

warlock.  "Witches can be male or female," he says.  "The word witch comes from the 

Anglo-Saxon 'wica,' meaning the wise ones." 

But witches are matriarchs and it is always the high priestess who conducts the 

ceremonies.  The St. Albans high priestess did not want her name mentioned.  She was 

not ashamed of being a witch, but her husband was a pillar of her local Anglican church 

and for his sake she did not want publicity. 

She explained that witchcraft is just another religion, a minority one, so they are used to 

some sort of persecution.  They worship pagan gods like Hern the Hunter and the Earth 

Mother.  "We are not anti-Christian," she says, "We just have another means of spiritual 

satisfaction." 

The St. Albans witches include a doctor, an economist, a factory foreman, a university 

lecturer, two school teachers, a retired Army officer and a man of independent means 

who travels to meetings from Ireland.  He does not travel by broomstick, as this is 

considered a bit old-fashioned.  The high priestess keeps a broomstick on the front 

porch of her house, but this is more to amuse the neighbours than anything else. 

The coven meets once a month.  Every witch takes an oath not to reveal the rites, but a 

typical meeting begins with the high priestess describing a 9 ft. wide circle in the woods 

with her "athame," the ceremonial black knife which all witches are always supposed to 

carry. 

When she has consecrated it she divides it into four quarters.  In each there is a candle.  

In the middle is another candle on top of an altar.  Also on the altar are the ceremonial 

sword, salt, water, a wand, a white-handled knife, and an incense burner.  She "purifies" 

each member with her knife, then brings them into the circle. 

The rules for these rituals are laid down in a rule book.  This goes back thousands of 

years, but has never been printed, only copied out by hand by each witch as he or she 

passes through the stage of probationary, or apprentice, witch to first, then second, then 

third class witch. 
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Good people 

Mr. Bracelin dislikes people trying to sensationalise witches, accusing them of black 

magic or casting evil spells.  He says witches are good people, they take part in nothing 

evil.  The high priestess adds that as you get good and bad Christians, so you can get 

good and bad witches, which means that some might have ritual killings and blood-

letting, though she has never heard of them. 

Neither minds being known as a witch, in fact they are rather proud of it.  Both feel it is 

iniquitous that there is still intolerance, though it is less than in medieval times. 

All covens get hundreds of applications from people wanting to be witches, but most are 

from men with some furtive sexual motive.  Although witches are naked (women wear 

beads), there is no sexual aspect to the ritual. 

 

~ 1964 

Gerald Brosseau Gardner, the leader of Gardnerian Wicca, died on 12 February 1964. 

He wrote a will and gave Jack Bracelin £1,000. 

From the newspaper, Birmingham Daily Post, Tuesday 22 September 1964: 

LEADER OF WITCHES LEFT £21,688  

Dr. Gerald Brosseau Gardner, of Malew Street, Castletown, Isle of Man, who claimed to 

be the leader of Britain's witches and was known as the "white witch of the Isle of Man," 

left estate in England valued at £21,888.  He died on February 12, aged 80. 

He left £ 3,000 to Mrs. Arnold Crowther, of City Road, Sheffield; £1,500 to Mrs. E. 

Woodford Grimes, of Avenue Road, Highcliffe, Hampshire; his shares and interest in 

Ancient Crafts Ltd. and £l,OOO to Mrs. Lois Pearson, of Carlyle Avenue, St. Albans, and 

£l,ooo to Jack Bracelin, of Crossfield Road, London, N.W.3. 

After various other bequests, he left the remainder of his property to Monique Marie 

Mauricette Wilson, of Perth, Scotland, the high priestess of a Scottish coven of witches. 

 

~ 1965 

Jack Leon Bracelin married ROSEMARY ELLIS on 18 September 1965 in the Register 

Office of Sheffield, Yorkshire. 

 

From the England & Wales, Marriage Index: 

Name / Name of Spouse / Date / Registration District / County / Vol. / Page 

Jack L Bracelin / Rosemary Ellis / Jul-Aug-Sep  1965 / Sheffield / Yorkshire West 

Riding / 2d / 440 

 

From the copy of the marriage certificate: 
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1965. Marriage solemnized at The Register Office in the District of Sheffield in the 

County Borough of Sheffield 

No.   224 

When married Eighteenth September 1965 

Names / Age / Condition / Profession / Residence at the time of marriage / Father's 

name / Father's profession 

Jack Leon BRACELIN / 39 Years / Bachelor / Company Director (Country club) / 18, 

Crossfield Road, Hampstead, London NW. 3 / Leon BRACELIN (Deceased) / Research 

Engineer (Tool Manufacturer ) 

Rosemary ELLIS / 20 Years /  Spinster / College Student / 129, Ridgeway Road, 

Sheffield 12 / Lawrence Arthur ELLIS / National Assistance Board (Clerical Office) 

Married in the Register Office by Certificate by me, A [Klehayton?] Superintendent 

Registrar - M Rigby Registrar 

This marriage was solemnized between us, 

 J. L. Bracelin 

 Rosemary Ellis. 

in the presence of us, 

 W Burslem 

 A Walker 

 

Image of part of the marriage certificate: 
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The turbulent 1960's of the counter-culture in London 

 

 



20 
 

 



21 
 

 



22 
 

 

These four cool looking handbills or flyers from 1967, advertizing the Happening 44 club 

in Gerrard Street and events at the Five Acre club. 

From Chris Selwood, posted on Pooters Psychedelic Shack website in 2004. 

 

~ Guy Fawkes night 5th November 1966 

Jack Bracelin had the Pink Floyd band playing at the Five Acres club on bonfire night, 

November 5, 1966. 

From an article on a website, Spare Bricks: 

THE LIGHT KINGS OF ENGLAND 

In search of the fabled Fifth Floyd 
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by Mike McInnis 

"On November 5, the Floyd performed at the clubhouse of a park called Five Acres, 

which was managed by Jack Bracelin.  Bracelin later operated a business called Five 

Acre Lights, which sometimes provided lighting effects for the Floyd at the All Saints' 

Hall workshops. The Floyd continued performing at All Saints Hall workshops through 

late November. Advertisements read "experimentalists welcome", thus attracting more 

and more like-minded lighting enthusiasts." 

 

 

 

Gerrard Street in London Chinatown as it appeared on 3 December 1959 

picture from the Flashbak website 

 

~ 1967 

In 1967, Jack Bracelin started a second business, a psychedelic night club at 44 Gerrard 

Street in London's Chinatown called Happening 44.  They had bands playing music or 

records playing and drinks and foods. 

He was at that time. described as a 40 year old slightly weird beatnik and he brought his 

talents of the light shows and experience on running a club to the new venture. 



24 
 

On the advertisements for the Happening 44 club, it mentioned light show events at the 

Five Acres club.  Jack was also using the 2nd club as a venue to draw more people the 

Five Acres club. 

Unfortunately the club was destroyed by some "heavies" a few months after it opened.  

Jack Bracelin lost a lot of equipments and didn't rebuild after that.  He went back to his 

main business at the Five Acres club. 

 

The following are stuff from various sources that mentioned Jack Bracelin, the 

Happening 44club  and the Five Acre club. 

 

From an article on the website, Flashbak: 

Sex, Drugs, Jazz and Gangsters – The Disreputable History of Gerrard Street in 

London’s Chinatown 

"In 1967, after becoming a bit of a dingy old strip-joint, 44 Gerrard Street became 

known as ‘Happening 44’ – a trendy psychedelic club run by Jack Braceland [sic], a 

middle-aged, slightly weird beatnik character but one of the earliest light-show artists in 

the UK. His light shows, featured in the early gigs of Pink Floyd amongst others, used 

hand-assembled wet slides and Aldis projectors. His company called Five Acre Lights 

was actually named after a nudist colony he helped run with his wife at Five Acre Woods 

near Watford – Pink Floyd once played a gig there on Guy Fawkes Night in 1966. If it’s 

your bag the Naturist Five Acres Country Club still exists. For the few months it was 

around ‘Happening 44’ featured such bands as the Social Deviants and Soft Machine but 

also some of the earliest gigs of Fairport Convention." 
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Another handbill advertisement of the Happening 44 club. 

From the Flashbak website. 

 

From an article on History is made at night website: 

The politics of dancing and musicking and other dark matters 

Monday, December 27, 2010 

Happening 44: Groovy Food and Rave Groups 1967 

From International Times no.14, 2 June 1967, an advert for Happening 44, a psychedelic 

club at 44 Gerrard Street in Soho, where basement clubs of one kind or another had 

been held since the 1930s. 

An invitation to: 

'Tune in, Drop in, Come to Life, Love, Be-in with The Colour of Sound, The Sounds of 

Colour, Rave Groups, Exotic Entertainment, Movies, Strobe, Discs, Groovy Food, 

Fantastic Decorations, The Astounding Slides of Ron Henderson and the Fiveacre Light 

Show' 

All night on Thursdays and Saturdays from 10:30 pm. 

 

From a website, Pooters Psychedelic Shack: 

From an article by Chris Selwood, 2004 
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Happening 44, 

Gerrard Street, 

London 

"What days they were!!! I wonder if anyone remembers the sign that was above the 

doorway of 44? 

It was about two foot wide and said "Erotica 67". It belonged to the people who shared 

the venue. 

My recollection is that Happening 44 finished when it was 'done over' by the heavies - 

something to do with the (Erotica 67) tenants upsetting someone. I lost a heap of gear. 

Jack Bracelin (anyone remember him?) lost more. I remember all the records were put 

on a gas ring (or in a pot?) - v. messy! 

When we went to get what was left of the gear I took the sign (for the fluro in it). I never 

used it but that sign was in my garage in England for years - I think it only got trashed 

when I moved to Aus in the 80's!" 

  

From a Wikipedia article on the UFO club: 

"Jack Bracelin's (Fiveacres Lights) created some of the light shows with equipment that 

ranged from 16mm projection of early "art house" films (often projected sideways or 

projected into smoke) or 5 kW 'Pani's' (effects projectors) borrowed from Samuelsons at 

Pinewood or Elstree film studios (or Strand Electric at Vauxhall) to overhead projectors 

with transparent trays borrowed from refrigerators and filled with water/indian 

ink/beer/whatever.[citation needed] A favourite was to use 'Aldis' slide projectors with 

dual layer 2×2 glass specimen slides with basic designs created with wax crayons (drawn 

by Lou – the oft naked lady) and then various substances introduced with syringes – 

Indian inks, snot, semen – in fact anything of imiscible viscosities. Bubbles made by 

injecting air between the glass plates which were then squeezed (by a pair of long nose 

pliers – in time to the music) would send folks even further off their heads!" 

 

From a website, Pooters Psychedelic Shack: 

An article by Chris Selwood, July 2004 

The Pit 

 "Our show was called 'The Pit' and we often worked with Jack Bracelin (Fiveacres 

Lights) (and Harry Fowler) he introduced me to the art." 

"I remember using Aldis scientific slide projectors (fans and fins removed so the 'gate' 

got red hot) 2x2 slides, chinagraph wax pencils, syringes with indian inks, oils and 

substances of varying colours and viscosities from washing-up liquid (Squeezy) food 

colouring…." 
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"We would also spend hours making hand coloured loops of 16mm film, and come up 

with futile attempts to fit home made colour changers to pattern 23 profiles! We would 

put trays of water on Zeis OHPs - make dreadful 8mm movies and find creative ways to 

distort the projection of old newsreels." 

The more doped up we got the better they looked. We'd hire Panis (when they'd let us) 

and amazing scenery projectors from Samuelsons, or from Strand Electric's place under 

the arches at Vauxhall. One day I got hold of a 35mm movie projector with a carbon arc 

lamphouse - but that was a bit of a disaster in a relatively small venue!" 

"Luana's (I said I'd come back to that) Jack owned a country club called 'Fiveacres' at 

Bricket Wood between Watford and St Albans. 

In the grounds of Fiveacres was an old wooden bungalow called Luana's. The one huge 

main room had all the windows boarded (from inside) and we painted the whole place 

white - ceiling, walls, floor - everything. which was brilliant to project on. 

The only 'furniture' were the mattresses around the edge of the room. We would wear 

fluorescent body paint and dance naked under black light. 

Every once in a while, high society and the glitterati would pay Jack huge money to 

come and party (I won't drop names). 

Jack would bring in a top chef & a whole kitchen brigade just to lay the banquet (in the 

main clubhouse) and then everyone would come to Louana's and party with us - I 

wonder now if we were just a bit of a 'free love' floorshow - but I think it was just how 

things were." 

 

The 1970's and 1980's 

~ 1971 

In late October of 1971, the temperatures in Britain was unseasonably hot.  There was an 

article about the hot weather and Jack Bracelin, owner of the Five Acres Country Club 

was mentioned. 

From the newspaper, The People, Sunday 24 October 1971: 

70deg! The sun brings out the nudists 

SEVENTY degrees --- in late October! Beaches boomed.  Soccer fans basked on the 

terraces and the nudists were out sunbathing in record temperatures. 

The third "Indian summer" of the year took Britain by surprise yesterday. 

"There is sunshine all over the country," said an expert at the London Weather Centre.  

"The only sign of rain is in Northern Ireland." 

At 3 p.m., the hottest spot in the nation was Central London, where the temperature 

approached 22 degrees Centigrade --- more than 70 degrees Fahrenheit. 

That's the highest for late October since records began 31 years ago. 



28 
 

(further down the article) 

 

IT WAS HOT at the Five Acres Country Club, near St. Albans, Herts.  There, the nudists 

couldn't bear to stay indoors out of the sun. 

They stripped off and sunbathed beside the swimming pool. 

Mr. Jack Bracelin, owner of the naturalists club, said: "A number o our members are out 

sunbathing.  It's really remarkable for October." 

 

~ 1976 

Jack Bracelin's mother died at the age of 79 in the 2nd quarter (Apr-May-Jun) of 1976 in 

the Hampstead registration district of Greater London and was buried 14 June 1976 in 

Camden, Greater London. 

 

From the England & Wales, Death Index: 

Name / Age / Birth Date / Death Date / Registration District / County / Vol. / Page 

Gertrude Alice Bracelin / 79 / 24 Jun 1896 / Apr-May-Jun 1976 / Hampstead / Greater 

London / 12 / 1766 

 

From the UK, Burial and Cremation Index: 

Name / Register Type / Death Date / Burial Date / Burial Place 

Gertrude Alice Bracelin / Burial / 1976 / 14 Jun 1976 / Camden, London, England 

 

~ 1977 

The marriage between Jack and Rosemary broke down sometime before 1977.  Perhaps 

the divorce was finalized in 1977 as two things happened in that year. 

 

There is a record of Rosemary Bracelin remarrying in 1977. 

Note:  The information about this marriage, I leave it private.  As I cannot verify if 

Rosemary, who married a man with a very common last name, has died. 

 

Jack Bracelin's company, Leon Bracelin (Enterprises) Limited, is being dissolved and 

removed from the Register. 

From the London Gazette: 

5 July 1977, Issue 47266 

Page 8763 & 8764 
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Notice is hereby given, pursuant to section 353 (3) of the Companies Act, 1948, that at 

the expiration of three months from the date of the publication of this notice, the names 

of the Companies mentioned in the list hereunder will, unless cause is shown to the 

contrary be struck off the Register, and the Companies will be dissolved.  This list may 

include companies which are being removed from the Register at their own request. 

List 6993 

(among others) 

Leon Bracelin (Enterprises) Limited 

 

~ 1978 

Jack L. Bracelin married [Name private] in 1978. 

Note:  I have a copy of the marriage certificate, but I leave it private.  As it appears that 

the second wife is still living perhaps in an old folks place. 

 

~ 1980 

Jack Bracelin had his will made on 5 February 1980 (see below in 1982). 

 

~ 1981 

Jack Leon Bracelin died on 28 July 1981 at the Five Acre Country Club, Bricket Wood, 

St. Albans, Hertfordshire. 

 

From the England & Wales, Death Index: 

Name / Age / Birth Date / Death Date / Registration District / County / Vol. / Page 

Jack Leon Bracelin / 55 / 2 Jun 1926 / Jul-Aug-Sep 1981 / St Albans / Hertfordshire / 

10 / 0582 

 

From a copy of the 1981 death certificate: 

DEATH 

Registration district  St Albans 

Sub-district   St Albans 

Administrative area  County of Hertfordshire 

Date and place of death Twenty eighth July, 1981 Five Acre Country Club, Bricket  

    Wood. 

Name / Sex / Date and place of birth / Occupation and usual address / Name of 

informant / Qualification / Usual address / Date of registration Registrar 
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Jack Leon BRACELIN / Male / 2nd, June, 1926 London / Club proprietor (retired) Five 

Acre Country Club, Bricket Wood, St. Albans, Herts. / [Second wife - still living so name 

is private] / Widow of deceased / Five Acre Country Club, Bricket Wood, St. Albans, 

Herts. / Thirtieth July, 1981 / V. M. Martin Registrar 

 

~ 1982 

Jack Leon Bracelin had a will and it was probated on 14 January 1982. 

From the England & Wales, National Probate Calendar Index: 

1982 

Page 1013 

Bracelin, Jack Leon of Chalet Suntan Fiveacres Country Club Fiveacres Avenue Bricket 

Wood Herts died 28 July 1981 Probate Oxford 14 January 

 

From the actual Will: 

"In the High Court of Justice 

The District Probate Registry at Oxford 

Be it known that Jack Leon Bracelin of Chalet Suntan Fiveacres County Club Fiveacres 

Avenue Bricket Wood Hertfordshire died on the 28th day of July 1981." 

"Dated 14th day of January 1982" 

"In Witness whereof I the said Jack Leon Bracelin have set my hand to this my Will this 

5th day of February One thousand nine hundred and Eighty" 

 

Image of part of the Will: 
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Image of his signature on the Will: 

 

 

 

The Will was rather short and gives instructions involving the trust and that it all goes to 

the wife [second wife - may still be living -so left private]  and if in the case that the wife 

has died before the probate, then it all goes to his step-daughter. 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Melissa Seims for her help in getting some original documents to my 

attention.  She owns a website called 'The Wica' at www.thewica.co.uk. 

 

And many thanks to John Buck of England for sending information on Jack Bracelin 

concerning the counter-culture years and of him being one of the first to develop and 

have light shows. 

 

Any further stuff I don't have on the article, let me know. 
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